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Minutes of Croston Parish Council ll/leeting
held on Wed 1Oth July 2024, at Croston Old $chool

ln attendance: Cllrs P Sloan, P Strachan, C Titherington-Teale, K Almond, C Tumer
and P Fenemore. Mr P Cafferkey (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer). Three

members of the public were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence: Cllrs C Worthington and S Moult.

To rcceive declarations of interest: Cllrs Fenemore and Strachan declared a
non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 13 regarding the Men's Shed application
and the Keep Croston Tidy application respectively.

Minutes of the l-ast Parish Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 12h
June 2O24 were approved as a true record.

Public Participation: Two members of the public were in attendance as
representatives of the Royal Umpire Pad< regarding proposed changes to the use
of the park from a touring caravan holiday park to either a static caravan park or a
residential caravan park for people over 50. The representatives expressed their
wishes to maintain an open dialogue with the Parish Council. Cllr Fenemore
suggested that the owners of the Royal Umpire Pad< hold a public meeting to
outline their plans as this would allow greater time for discussion with the public
than is available at a Parish Council meeting. The Chair stated that the Parish
Council could help promote such an event. Cllr Almond mentioned overhanging
branches impeding the footpath alongside the boundary of Croston Park Nursing
Home and the poor state of the bus shelter opposite Croston Railway Station. Cllr
Almond also mentioned that ordinarily the Parish Council subscribes to OPSTA
(Ormskirk Preston Southport Travellers Association) for a smallfee of f10, but this
appears to have been missed this year.

5. Planning Matters
al 24ff$5t6iCLpUS. tli*ttrir:gi€a* **m F*rn: Finney Lane Craat*n F*2S *-jG"

Applicatio* f*r a cerlificate of far;vfulness far a pr+pased rearlside extsneian"
bl 241*8475|TQON. The Lcdge 3 Gr*pe L*ne Srostsn PH26 9HB. Notification *f

prepc*ed wcr*s to trees wi&in a m**eryati*n area involving the linrb r*s,*:*vel
a** crown redudi*n af 1**. beed: and th* trown redu$isn cf 1*c. silvei-
birch.

c| t4f**472JFUL. The ffd Police $taticn { Twn Rsad Sroston FR2G *RA. Ra*f
extenslcn and alterations in *rd*rt* faeilit*te the provision of 1*o. on*-
h*clr*anr reeide*ti*I asartment *t s*cfiId ffo*r level.

dl 24i*tr0SFUL. The Crapss HotelSTTcwn Road Croston PR?6 $ftA. lntemal
refurbishnnent of all room*, rainstatement and repair cf structural part* sf the
building wf:erc re6*ir# induding &e replac**er* sf *ll windcrrs a*d miner
cheng** tc i*temelwall a*d deor hcatic*e {part r*trcspec*iw} and ext*m*l
works t* prcvide extemalseating, minar land*ping works and a mv*red
**ti*g are*"
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el 241fifr4061l8C. Th* Gr*pes Hotel6T T*wr: ft*ad Croetan pft26 SRA.
Appiicati*n f*r llsted be*ildi**g oonsntfor ilte i*tem*l refa*rbi$lr*e*t of sti
rosrns, reie':stater*ent and rep*ir'of $ffue€l'ra*f p*rts of the buildi*g w*ere
required including the reptacement of all windaw* a*d min*r c*anges to
*r:€*n:al wall and **s f**attcn* (part rs$s$psGive} ar'e* *r€emal wcrks t*
pr*vide external *atir:g, rninar la*dseaping w*rks *** s ccver*d seating
are*.

There were no objections to the above planning items.

Planning Update: Chorley Councilns Response rc Re 24fiA372lFUL, Croston
Pharmacy 69 Station Road Croston Leyland PR26 9RL, Storage building to rear
with enclosed walkway to main shop building. The Clerk reported that Chorley
Council had responded to the Parish's Council comments in respect of this
application. Chorley Council had confirmed that consultation had been canied out
in acerdance with the requirements of General Permitted Development Order
(2015).

7. Financial Matterc:
a) suimrssron of the Parish Council's AGAR {AnnualGovemance & Accounting

Return) for 2023-24 The Clerk conflrmed that the AGAR had been submitted
by the required deadline.

iJ Sfafement of Accounts 2023-24. The Clerk confirmed that the Statement of
Accounts had been submitted by the required deadline,

cJ Dafes for the exerose of public ngfifs for the inspeclion of amounfs and
supporting records. The Clerk confirmed that the dates had been set at
Monday 17tr June 2O24to Friday 26 July 2024 (inclusive)

d) Financial Statement as at 30th June 2024.lt uaas resolved that the financial
statement as presented by the Clerk be approved.

e) Approval of the fallowing tnnsadions made througlt the Parislt Council's bank
aeount during the manth of June 2A24.lt uns rcsolved that the following
transactions be approved.

Date Payee t Description

B3Jun2024 Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS) 36.96 Website monthlv fee
0ilun2424 B/P to: Amanda Partington 80.00 hternal Audit Fee

13tun2424 BlPto: N Norcross 31.57 Refund for ptant container& soil
13lun2424 BiP to: AWade 738.00 concrete base etc re carr Lane bench

13Jun2024 B/P to: Croft Fietd 250.00 Orant Croft Fietd

L3lun2O24 BIP to: Lee Distribution 56.00 NewsLetter Disuibution
24un2424 B/P to: Emptovee 2 7.60 Expenses Tax Mth 03
24lun2A24 BiP to: Emptoyee 2 s63.00 Salary Net PayTax Mth 03

24lun2024 BIP to: Emptoyee 2 10.80 Milease Tax Mth 03

24Jun2024 B1P to: Countnft,vide Mntnce 1,380.00 Grounds Mtnce Mav
24lun2A24 BIP to: Emplovee 1 3t5.72 Salarv Net PavTax Mth 03
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2$un2024 B/P to: Croston Otd School 30.00 r Parish Council Room Hire

24]un2A24 BIP to: Countrywide Mntnce 1,380.00 Grounds Mtnce Jun

8.

{0.

11.

12.

Payments approved by ermil or pre-approved and rctrospectively noted:
None.

Clerk's ClaimforJune 2024: ltwas resolved thatthe CIerKs claim forJune of
24.72 hours, 810.80 mileage and epenses of t86.54 (includes purchase of
battery for defibrillator at 980.34i be approved.

Recrcation Park: lt uas resolved that 8490 be approved for the purchase of
bark mulcft which is to be placed on the marginal swale that runs alongside the
ditch on the park; this work to be canied out by volunteers.

Anti-Climb Paint: lt uas resolved that the Chairman's action be approved to
authorise A Wade Landscapes to apply anti climb paint at a cost of €255 (excl
VAT) to the top of the mntainer on the Recreation Park. This was considered
necessary given the number of recent incidents of youths on the roof of the
container and the fact that the Police had indicated they would only continue to
support Parish Council's complaints if this preventative measure was taken-

CouncillsrVacancy: Following the vacancy created by the resignation of Cllr
Martin Cahill an interview panel mmprising of three Parish Councillors had
interviewed 7 candidates. The reffimmendation of the interview panelwas to
appoint Anne Double. lt uaas resolved that Anne Double be co-opted onto
Croston Parish Council.

Grant and donation applications: lt was resolved the following grant
donations be awarded:

a| Croston Men's Shed (Lathe)
bl Croston Village Festivities Group (Xmas Fair)
c| Croston St Michael's Scouts (Family Day)
dl Croston Community Centre (Xmas Lunch)
e| Croston Coffee Day Committee
f) Keep Croston Tidy (lnsurance)
gI Croston PT Ltd (subject to receiving further into.)

13.

f209.00
€500,00
t250.00
9250.00
8250.00
8134.40
9250.00

Cllr Fenemore abstained from voting on item a) and Cllr Strachan abstained from
voting on item 0; see section 2 (declarations of interest).

14. Neighbourhood Plan: lt was agreed that the Parish Council should continue to
formulate a Neighbourhood Plan but that a great deal further work was needed
starting with a scoping document. o/IY\. [J)
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15.

16.

17.

18,

19.

21.

22.

!

Public Rights of Way {PRoW}: lt was agreed to draw up a list of all the PRoW in
Croston with a view to these being walked by Cllrs to identify any signage or
access issues that could be improved.

Royal Umpire Park: lt was agreed that the Parish council could not provide any
formal response to any proposed developments on the Royal Umpire Fark untila
fonnal planning application is submitted to the Planning Authority (Chorley
Council). See also section 4.

Car Parking: lt was agreed that information would be sought from l-ancashire
County Council on the procedure for rcquesting double yellow lines.

Social media I Guidance: lt was agreed to defer this item until the Sept 2024
meeting to allow Cllrs time to consider any guidance.

Chorley Opemtional Making Space forWater Meetings - Update: Cllr Sloan
has drafted a list of questions that can be used as a basis for raising Croston flood
concem$ at the next Chorley Operational Making Space for Water Meeting to be
freld on the 26th November 2024.

Garages to side of 54 Peartrce Road, Croston: Given the lack of response from
Chorley Council it was agreed that the Parish Councilwould request a face-to'
face meeting with representatives of Chorley Council.

Project Renovation Update: John Christopher (Specialist Fabrications, Coppull)
is waiting for the weather to improve to paint the bollards, safe$ banier, replace
flag pole, do signpost and remove weather vane for renovation plus replace
chains at The Green and The War Memorial . A Wade is due to reset flags at the
War Memorial in Sept. John McDougal Elec{rics and lngrams Tree Work will be
started on The Green when all Planning permissionl compliance has been
sourced trom Chorley Council for this work. lt was agreed that the new Notice
Boards will be ordered when allthe work on The Green is complete.

Reports from Outside Bodies: None.

Correspondence: A member of public had emailed requesting information
regarding the increase in the precept tor2024-25, the Clerk is to provide a
response.

Date of Next Meeting: Wed 11th Sept 2A24,7.30pm, Croston Old School.

Approved as a conect record (|th Sept 2024, Pautine Strachan - Chair
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